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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949,  which  has 
been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

Housing  remains  the  chief  problem  of  the  Council.  Although  no  new  council 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  six  families  were  accommodated  at  the 
Hergest  Camp  site.  In  assessing  the  true  needs  of  the  housing  shortage  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  in  addition  to  those  houses  which  are  structurally  unsound, 
there  are  many  which  are  grossly  overcrowded.  At  present,  work  is  proceeding  on 
the  housing  sites  at  Rushock,  Pembridge,  Eardisley  and  Lyonshall ; and  these 
houses,  when  competed,  should  help  to  meet  the  present  needs. 

Two  general  problems  in  Public  Health  are  worthy  of  mention.  The  gravest 
is  that  of  tuberculosis.  At  present  the  prevention,  treatment  and  care  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  come  under  the  control  of  three  separate  bodies : the 
District  Councils,  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  and  the  County  Councils  respec- 
tively. A greater  degree  of  unification  is  required  to  combat  an  infection  of  such 
vast  magnitude. 

The  care  of  the  aged  is  another  problem  which  will  claim  more  and  more 
attention  in  the  forthcoming  years.  At  present  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  one  person 
over  working  age  (65  years)  for  every  six  persons  of  working  age,  and  it  is  expected 
that  this  proportion  will  increase  to  one  in  four  or  even  one  in  three  during  the 
next  quarter  of  a century.  The  housing  of  eldeily  persons  comes  within  the  ambit 
of  the  district  council,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  will  present  many  diffi- 
culties in  the  future. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Jolliffe,  your  Sanitary  Surveyor  for 
the  assistance  he  has  given  during  the  year. 
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M.  J.  Pleydell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,472 

Population  (civilian)  4,761 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  the  Rate  Books  1,396 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £14,061 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £55  8 7 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR: 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

75 

34 

41 

(Illegitimate) 

5 

3 

2 

Total  ... 

80 

37 

43 

Still  Births  (Legitimate) 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 

76 

37 

39 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of 

— 

— 

— 

Age  (Legitimate) 

4 

2 

2 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES, 

1949: 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

16.8 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16.7 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population)  ... 

0.21 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

0.39 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

16.0 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  live  births) 

50.0 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

32.0 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Hereford,  which  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council. 

Clinics 

There  are  no  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district: 

Child  Welfare  Centre:  In  the  Church  Hall,  Kington,  on  alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2.0  p.m.  A Clinic  is  also  held  in  the  annexe  at  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital, 
every  Friday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases:  At  the  County  Council  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays. 

The  schemes  also  provide  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Paediatric, 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics.  Children  are  referred  to  these  Clinics  as 
and  when  required,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Medical  or  Infant 
Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Jolliffe,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for 
the  following  Statement  (Section  C to  E)  furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(outside  London)  Regulations. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  dependent  upon  wells  and  during  the  abnor- 
mally dry  summer  the  position  became  serious.  It  was  necessary  to  supply  water 
in  bulk  to  various  parts,  notably  Kingswood  and  Upper  Marston  to  relieve  the 
serious  plight  of  householders  whose  supplies  had  dried  up  completely. 

Samples  were  taken  as  required  and  in  those  cases  where  protection  of  the 
supply  had  been  undertaken,  satisfactory  results  ensued,  but  the  protection  of 
many  shallow  wells  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  ex- 
amination, four  were  from  the  wells  and  bore-hole  of  the  Council’s  housing 
estates  and  one  from  a spring  collecting  chamber,  being  the  source  of  a supply 
proposed  to  be  utilised  on  a fourth  housing  site.  All  the  foregoing  were  satis- 
factory. An  additional  sample  from  a public  village  well  was  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory and  steps  were  taken  to  cause  the  water  to  be  boiled  before  use  and  the 
supply  is  now  temporarily  out  of  use  pending  measures  to  be  taken  to  keep  out 
the  pollution. 

WATER  SAMPLING  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
SPRINGS 


Public  Source 

...  Satisfactory 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Private  Source 

...  Satisfactory 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

WELLS 

Public  Wells  

...  Satisfactory 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

Private  Wells 

...  Satisfactory 

7 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

It  will  be  observed  that  out  of  30  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion 21  (70  %)  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  proposed  public  supply  for  Pembridge  had  not  materialised  as  was  hoped 
during  the  year. 

Preliminary  investigation  for  utilising  the  private  supply  serving  Whitney 
Court  Estate  to  serve  Eardisley,  Willersley  and  Winforton  have  been  made  but  the 
proposal  is  still  in  a too  early  stage  to  give  any  details.. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  villages  of  Eardisley  and  Pembridge  are  the  only  places  with  any  kind  of 
sewage  disposal  works.  Lyonshall  needs  a scheme,  but  owing  to  financial  diffi- 
culties this  has  been  postponed  for  the  time  being. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  pollution  that  calls  for  any  comment  . No  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

There  are  three  refuse  disposal  centres  which  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Council  and  which  operate  satisfactorily.  There  is  no  house  to  house  collection. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  do  not  undertake  Rodent  Control  work  and  no  infestations  were 
reported  during  the  year.  The  refuse  tips  were  treated  under  a contract  with  the 
County  Agriculture  Executive  Committee. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year  913  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

Number  of  Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  303 

Number  of  Inspections  under  the  Workshops  and  Factories  Act  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Inspections  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  562 

Infectious  disease  and  visits  in  connection  therewith  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  and  Clothing  (lots)  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Informal  ...  ...  18 

Statutory  ...  ...  4 

Defects  Remedied  ...  16 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937 


Premises 

Number 

Regist 

on 

er 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1. — Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

11 

18 

2 

2 — Factories  not  included  in  1 , in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

3 — Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding  outworkers’  pre- 
mises) 

TOTAL  ... 

11 

18 

2 



Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  of 

Found 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Remedied 

defects 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

' 





— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  



— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to  out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


No  houses  were  built  either  by  the  Council  or  private  enterprise  during  the 
year. 


During  the  year  approval  to  acceptance  of  tenders  for  houses  at  Rushock  (8 
houses),  Pembridge  (12  houses),  Eardisley  (10  out  of  22  proposed)  and  Lyonshall 
(10  houses)  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Work  on  the  extensive  roads 
and  sewers  was  well  advanced  at  Eardisley  and  the  construction  of  the  houses 
at  Lyonshall  had  commenced.  The  road  services  had  been  commenced  at 
Pembridge. 


During  the  year  the  rural  housing  survey  was 
information  revealed  thereby : — 

Houses  placed  in  Category  1 
Houses  placed  in  Category  2 

Houses  placed  in  Category  3 

Houses  placed  in  Category  4 

Houses  placed  in  Category  3 


completed  and  the  following 

43  or  5.3% 

446  or  34.9% 

254  or  31.3% 

38  or  4.7% 

30  or  3.8% 


Total  number  of  houses  surveyed  ...  811 

Category  1 — Satisfactory. 

,,  2 — Minor  defects. 

,,  3 — Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

,,  4 — Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  Housing  (Rural  Work- 

ers) Acts. 

,,  5 — Requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1 . (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  96 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  96 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 

ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  remedied  by  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  1 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Forty-four  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  of  premises  where 
meat  and  other  foods  are  sold  in  retail.  In  each  instance  the  shops  were  clean 
and  well  kept. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 
Tins  of  Meat  Paste  ...  ...  176  Tins 

Gorgonzola  Cheese  ...  ...  28  lbs. 
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SECTION  F.— -PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Two  hundred  and  one  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
incidence  of  cases  fell  evenly  on  the  different  age  groups  between  one  and  ten 
years,  and  the  majority  of  children  were  attacked  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
One  death  resulted  from  this  infection. 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  These  occurred 
as  ‘ dropping  ’ cases  during  the  summer  months  and  not  in  group  epidemic  form. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease  Age  of  Patient 


i 

CN 

J 

CO 

ci 

■"T 

X 

4—5 

5—6 

1 

sO 

o 

1 

in 

X 

o 

7 

m 

20—30 

30—40 

Over  40 

| Unknown 

Total 

Measles 

4 

18 

15 

12 

17 

24 

21 

50 

23 

7 

2 

3 

3 

2 

201 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1949,  who  had  completed  a course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1935). 


Total  Estimated  mid-year 
under  child  population  1949 


Age  at  Under  1 
31.12.49 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

i.e.  Born  1949 
in  year 

48 

47 

46 

45 

40- 

44 

35- 

39 

3 

57 

56 

54 

43 

305 

271 

789 

389 

730 

1119 

These  figures  indicate  that  54.7%  of  the  child  population  under  five  years 
of  age  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  39.1%  at  the  end 
of  \949.  78.9%  of  the  child  population  of  5-14  years  has  been  immunised  against 

diphtheria  as  compared  with  67.1%  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year;  while  70.5% 
of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  protected  against  diphtheria  by 
immunisation  as  compared  with  57.1%  last  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1949,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of  eighteen 
males  and  twenty-one  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  eleven  new  cases  were  notified,  nine  on  account  of  Pulmon- 
ary Tuberculosis  and  two  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  parts  of  the 
body  other  than  the  lungs.  During  the  same  period  three  deaths  of  persons 
suffering  from  the  disease  occurred,  three  recovered  and  four  left  the  district, 
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Disease 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Tuberculosis  (of  the  respiratory  system) 

Influenza 

Measles 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries 
Respiratory  Diseases 
Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Congenital  conditions  at  birth 

Violence 

All  other  causes 


3 
1 
1 

II 

7 

35 

6 

4 
2 

1 

1 

4 
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